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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.137(a), filed December 6, 2010, to accept the 
unavoidably delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent. This petition 
is properly treated under 37 CFR 1.378(b). 

The petition is DISMISSED. 

The patent issued September 17, 2002. The 7.5 year (second) maintenance fee could have been 
paid from September 17, 2009 through March 16, 2010 or with a surcharge during the period 
from March 17, 2010 through September 17, 2010. Accordingly, the patent expired on 
September 18, 2010, for failure to timely submit the 7.5 year maintenance fee. 

Any petition under 37 CFR 1.378 must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to 
practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, 
or other party in interest. A person or organization whose only responsibility insofar as the 
patent is concerned is the payment of a maintenance fee is not a party in interest for 
purposes of '37 CFR 1 .378. If the petition is signed by a person not registered to practice 
before the Office, the petitionjnust indicate that the person signing the petition is the 
patentee, assignee, or other party in interest . An assignee must comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 3.73(b) which is discussed in MPEP § 324. 

The person who has executed the petition is Thomas M. Canty has failed to establish he is 
authorized to act on behalf of the assignee pursuant to 37 CFR 3.73 (b)(2). A statement pursuant 
to 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required. 

The merits of petitioner's argument to establish unavoidable delay have not been considered. 
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Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows: 

By Mail: Mail Stop PETITION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

By Hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

The centralized facsimile number is (571) 273-8300. 

Telephone -inquiries should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3215. 

Charlema Grant 
Petitions Attorney 
Office of Petitions 


Enclosure: PTO/SB/96 


